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ABSTRACT 

This study explores the transformation of Indonesian language education in the digital age by integrating digital 
literacy, critical thinking, and cultural identity in elementary teacher education. The research was conducted in the 
Elementary Madrasah Teacher Education Program at Institut Agama Islam Hamzanwadi NW Lombok Timur, Indonesia. 
In the context of rapid technological development, Indonesian language learning is required not only to develop 
linguistic competence but also to foster students’ digital literacy and critical thinking skills while maintaining local and 
national cultural values. This study employs a qualitative descriptive approach using observations, interviews, and 
document analysis involving lecturers and students in the PGMI program. The findings reveal that the integration of 
digital platforms, interactive learning media, and collaborative online activities significantly enhances students’ 
engagement and supports the development of critical and reflective language skills. Moreover, the incorporation of 
local cultural narratives and Islamic values within digital learning environments strengthens students’ cultural identity 
and contextual understanding of language use. The study highlights that digital pedagogy in Indonesian language 
education should not merely focus on technological adoption but must also integrate cultural and ethical dimensions. 
Therefore, the transformation of Indonesian language learning in teacher education programs is essential to prepare 
future teachers who are capable of implementing innovative, culturally grounded, and technology-enhanced language 
instruction in elementary madrasahs. 
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INTRODUCTION  
The rapid advancement of digital technology has 

transformed educational practices across the globe, 
including the teaching and learning of languages. In the 
twenty-first century, language education is no longer 
limited to the development of linguistic competence, but 
must also integrate digital literacy, critical thinking, and 
cultural awareness [1], [2]. The emergence of digital 
learning environments encourages educators to design 
innovative and interactive pedagogical strategies that 
align with technological development. In this context, 
Indonesian language education must adapt to these 
changes in order to remain relevant and effective in 
preparing students to face the challenges of the digital 
era [3], [4], [5]. 

Indonesian language learning plays a strategic 
role in shaping students’ communication skills, literacy 
competence, and cultural identity. As the national 
language of Indonesia, Bahasa Indonesia functions not 
only as a tool of communication but also as a medium 
for transmitting cultural values and national identity 
[6], [7], [8]. However, the integration of digital 
technology into the educational process presents both 
opportunities and challenges for teachers and students. 

On the one hand, digital platforms enable access to 
diverse learning resources and support collaborative 
learning environments. On the other hand, the digital 
transformation of education requires teachers to 
develop new pedagogical approaches that combine 
technology with meaningful learning experiences [9], 
[10]. 

Several studies have examined the dynamics of 
Indonesian language education in the digital era. 
Sudarsih investigates the relevance and sustainability of 
Indonesian literature learning in the digital age, 
emphasizing the need to adapt literary education to 
technological developments [11]. The study highlights 
the importance of utilizing digital media to maintain 
students’ interest in literature learning. Nevertheless, 
the focus of the research remains limited to literary 
education and does not comprehensively address the 
broader integration of digital literacy within Indonesian 
language pedagogy. 

Another study conducted by Suci, Hajar, and 
Hesti explores the implementation of the “Merdeka 
Belajar” policy in Indonesian language learning [12]. 
Their research reveals that the Independent Curriculum 
provides flexibility for teachers to design innovative and 
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student-centered learning activities. However, the study 
mainly concentrates on curriculum implementation and 
provides limited analysis regarding the integration of 
digital literacy and critical thinking skills within 
Indonesian language learning practices. 

Research by Kusumasari, Sumarno, and 
Dwijayanti further demonstrates that digital literacy-
based learning can improve elementary school students’ 
critical thinking abilities in Indonesian language classes 
[13]. The findings indicate that the use of digital 
learning resources encourages students to analyze 
information more critically and actively engage in 
learning activities. Despite these contributions, the 
study primarily emphasizes the cognitive dimension of 
learning and does not sufficiently explore the role of 
cultural identity in Indonesian language education. 

From a cultural perspective, Simanungkalit et al. 
analyze the integration of folklore in language and 
literature learning through a systematic literature 
review [14]. Their findings show that local narratives 
and folklore contribute significantly to strengthening 
cultural values and students’ local identity. However, 
the research mainly focuses on cultural aspects and 
does not deeply examine how digital learning 
environments can support the integration of cultural 
narratives in language education. 

Meanwhile, Noor Ali et al. discuss the role of 
digitalization in Indonesian language learning within the 
framework of the Independent Curriculum [15]. The 
study emphasizes that digital learning environments 
can help shape superior learners who are adaptive to 
technological developments. Nevertheless, the research 
tends to highlight the use of digital tools rather than 
proposing a comprehensive pedagogical model that 
integrates digital literacy, critical thinking, and cultural 
identity simultaneously. In a broader context, Bachtiar 
highlights the urgency of preparing future citizens with 
digita[16], [17]l literacy and artificial intelligence 
competencies to respond to the demands of the digital 
society [6]. This perspective reinforces the importance 
of integrating digital literacy across educational 
disciplines. However, the discussion remains general 
and does not specifically address its implications for 
Indonesian language education. 

Based on the review of these studies, it can be 
identified that previous research tends to examine 
Indonesian language education from partial 
perspectives, such as literature learning, curriculum 
implementation, digital literacy development, or 
cultural integration. There is still a limited number of 
studies that integrate these dimensions into a holistic 
pedagogical framework. In particular, the intersection of 
digital literacy, critical thinking, and cultural identity 
within Indonesian language education—especially in 
teacher education programs—remains underexplored. 

Therefore, this study aims to address this 
research gap by examining the integration of digital 
literacy, critical thinking, and cultural identity in 
Indonesian language education within the digital era. 
The research is conducted in the Elementary Madrasah 
Teacher Education Program (Pendidikan Guru 

Madrasah Ibtidaiyyah/PGMI) at Institut Agama Islam 
Hamzanwadi NW Lombok Timur. This study seeks to 
contribute to the development of a comprehensive 
digital pedagogy that prepares future teachers to 
implement innovative, culturally grounded, and 
technology-enhanced Indonesian language learning in 
elementary madrasahs. 

RESEARCH METHODS  
This study employed a qualitative descriptive 

research design to explore the integration of digital 
literacy, critical thinking, and cultural identity in 
Indonesian language education in the digital era [18], 
[19], [20]. A qualitative approach was chosen because it 
enables researchers to obtain an in-depth 
understanding of educational practices, learning 
interactions, and pedagogical strategies implemented in 
real learning contexts [21], [22], [23]. The research was 
conducted in the Elementary Madrasah Teacher 
Education Program (Pendidikan Guru Madrasah 
Ibtidaiyyah/PGMI), Institut Agama Islam Hamzanwadi 
NW Lombok Timur, Indonesia. This program was 
selected as the research setting because it prepares 
prospective elementary school teachers who are 
expected to implement innovative and technology-
based Indonesian language learning in madrasahs. 

The participants of this study consisted of 
lecturers and students of the PGMI program who were 
directly involved in Indonesian language learning 
activities. Participants were selected using purposive 
sampling, which allows the researcher to select 
individuals who have relevant experience and 
knowledge related to the research topic. In this study, 
the selected participants included lecturers who teach 
Indonesian language courses and students who actively 
participate in digital-based learning activities. Their 
experiences and perspectives were considered 
important in understanding how digital pedagogy is 
implemented in Indonesian language education [24], 
[25]. 

Data were collected using three main techniques: 
observation, interviews, and document analysis. 
Classroom observations were conducted to examine 
how digital learning platforms, multimedia resources, 
and online collaboration tools were integrated into 
Indonesian language learning activities. Semi-structured 
interviews were carried out with lecturers and students 
to explore their perceptions of digital literacy, critical 
thinking development, and cultural integration within 
the learning process [26], [27], [28], [29], [30]. 
Meanwhile, document analysis was used to review 
course syllabi, lesson plans, learning materials, and 
digital learning media utilized in Indonesian language 
instruction. These three techniques allowed the 
researcher to obtain comprehensive data from multiple 
sources[31], [32], [33]. 

The collected data were analyzed using an 
interactive qualitative analysis model consisting of data 
reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing. Data 
reduction involved selecting, categorizing, and 
simplifying relevant data related to digital literacy, 
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critical thinking, and cultural identity in Indonesian 
language learning [34], [35], [36]. Data display was 
conducted by organizing the findings into descriptive 
narratives and tables in order to facilitate 
interpretation. Finally, conclusions were drawn by 
identifying patterns, relationships, and pedagogical 
implications derived from the analyzed data. 

To ensure the validity and reliability of the 
research findings, the study applied data triangulation 
and source triangulation [37], [38]. Data triangulation 

was achieved by comparing results obtained from 
observations, interviews, and document analysis, while 
source triangulation involved verifying information 
from different participants such as lecturers and 
students. This strategy helped strengthen the credibility 
of the findings and minimize potential bias in data 
interpretation [39], [40], [41], [42]. 

The overall research procedure is summarized in 
Table 1. 

Table 1. Research Design and Methodological Framework 
Component Description 

Research Approach Qualitative descriptive research 
Research Location PGMI Program, Institut Agama Islam Hamzanwadi NW Lombok Timur 
Participants Lecturers and students involved in Indonesian language learning 
Sampling Technique Purposive sampling 
Data Collection Methods Observation, semi-structured interviews, document analysis 
Data Analysis Interactive model: data reduction, data display, conclusion drawing 
Validity Strategy Data triangulation and source triangulation 

Through this methodological framework, the 
study aims to generate a comprehensive understanding 
of how digital pedagogy can transform Indonesian 
language education by integrating technological 
innovation with critical thinking and cultural values. 
The findings are expected to contribute to the 
development of effective learning models for Indonesian 
language education in the digital era, particularly within 
teacher education programs. 

 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
1. Integration of Digital Literacy in Indonesian 

Language Learning 
The findings show that the integration of 

digital literacy in Indonesian language learning at the 
PGMI Program of Institut Agama Islam Hamzanwadi 
NW Lombok Timur is implemented through the use 
of digital learning platforms, multimedia resources, 
and online collaborative activities. Lecturers utilize 
digital tools such as presentation media, online 
discussion forums, and digital reading materials to 
support students’ language learning process. 
Students are encouraged to access various digital 
texts, analyze information from online sources, and 
produce written assignments using digital platforms 
[43], [44], [45]. This learning environment allows 
students to develop not only their linguistic 
competence but also their ability to navigate and 
evaluate digital information effectively. 

The integration of digital literacy in 
Indonesian language education reflects the 
transformation of traditional literacy into digital 
literacy, which emphasizes the ability to access, 
evaluate, and create information through digital 
technology. According to digital literacy theory, 
effective learning in the digital era requires students 
to possess critical abilities in managing digital 
information and media. The findings of this study 
support the argument that digital learning 
environments can enhance students’ engagement 
and learning participation through interactive 
resources and flexible learning access [46], [47]. In 

addition, digital pedagogy enables students to 
become active participants in the learning process 
rather than passive recipients of information. 
Therefore, the integration of digital literacy in 
Indonesian language learning not only supports 
technological adaptation but also contributes to the 
development of students’ cognitive and 
communicative competencies in the digital age. 

2. Development of Critical Thinking in Indonesian 
Language Learning 

The results of the study indicate that 
Indonesian language learning activities encourage 
the development of students’ critical thinking skills 
through text analysis, argumentative writing, and 
reflective discussions. Lecturers assign tasks that 
require students to evaluate digital texts, compare 
multiple sources of information, and construct well-
structured arguments in written form. Students are 
also involved in group discussions where they 
analyze linguistic expressions, interpret textual 
meanings, and provide critical responses to various 
social and cultural issues presented in the learning 
materials. These activities help students develop 
analytical reasoning and independent thinking in the 
learning process. 

The development of critical thinking in 
language learning aligns with the concept of higher-
order thinking skills (HOTS), which emphasize 
analysis, evaluation, and creative thinking in 
educational practices. Critical thinking is considered 
an essential competence in the twenty-first century, 
particularly in digital learning environments where 
information is abundant and often requires careful 
evaluation [48], [49], [50]. Language learning 
provides a suitable platform for fostering critical 
thinking because it involves interpreting texts, 
constructing arguments, and expressing ideas in 
meaningful ways. In this context, Indonesian 
language education serves not only as a medium for 
linguistic training but also as a means to cultivate 
intellectual and reflective thinking among students. 
Thus, integrating critical thinking into Indonesian 



 

Jurnal Inovasi Pendidikan dan Sains Vol.7 No.2, August 2026 : 293-300 
 

296 

language learning strengthens students’ ability to 
interpret information critically and communicate 
their ideas effectively [51], [52]. 

3. Strengthening Cultural Identity through Language 
Learning 

Another important finding of this study is the 
integration of cultural identity within Indonesian 
language learning. Lecturers incorporate local 
narratives, folklore, and cultural texts into learning 
materials to connect language learning with 
students’ cultural backgrounds. In several learning 
activities, students analyze traditional stories, 
discuss moral values embedded in cultural texts, and 
relate these values to contemporary social contexts. 
The use of culturally relevant materials enables 
students to understand language not only as a 
communication tool but also as a reflection of 
cultural heritage and social identity. 

 The integration of cultural elements in 
language learning corresponds to the theory of 
culturally responsive pedagogy, which emphasizes 
the importance of connecting learning materials with 
students’ cultural experiences and social realities. 
Language and culture are inseparable components in 
educational contexts, as language serves as a 
medium for transmitting cultural knowledge and 
values [53], [54]. By integrating cultural narratives 
into Indonesian language learning, educators can 
strengthen students’ cultural awareness and identity 
formation. In the digital era, where global cultural 
influences are increasingly dominant, maintaining 
local cultural values becomes an important aspect of 
education [55], [56], [57], [58]. Therefore, 

Indonesian language education should not only focus 
on linguistic competence but also function as a 
platform for preserving cultural heritage and 
strengthening national identity. 

4. Digital Pedagogy in Teacher Education 
The findings also reveal that the implementation 

of digital pedagogy in the PGMI program plays an 
important role in preparing future teachers to conduct 
technology-enhanced language learning. Through 
digital-based assignments, collaborative projects, and 
online learning activities, students gain practical 
experience in using technology for educational 
purposes. This experience equips prospective teachers 
with the skills necessary to design innovative 
Indonesian language learning activities that combine 
digital technology with pedagogical creativity. 

Digital pedagogy emphasizes the strategic use of 
technology to support meaningful learning experiences. 
In teacher education programs, digital competence is an 
essential component that enables future educators to 
adapt to rapidly changing educational environments 
[59], [60]. Integrating digital pedagogy within 
Indonesian language teacher education helps 
prospective teachers develop both technological skills 
and pedagogical knowledge simultaneously [9], [59]. As 
a result, they are better prepared to implement 
innovative and interactive learning strategies in 
elementary madrasahs. Consequently, teacher 
education institutions have a crucial role in fostering 
digital competence among future educators in order to 
support the transformation of Indonesian language 
education in the digital era [61], [62]. 

Table 2. Research Findings Model: Integration of Digital Literacy, Critical Thinking, and Cultural Identity in Indonesian 
Language Education 

Dimension Learning Implementation Pedagogical Strategy Learning Outcomes 
Digital Literacy Utilization of digital 

platforms, online texts, 
multimedia learning 
resources, and 
collaborative digital tools in 
Indonesian language 
learning 

Technology-enhanced 
learning, digital text 
analysis, online discussions, 
and digital writing 
assignments 

Students develop the ability 
to access, evaluate, and 
produce information 
through digital media 

Critical Thinking Analysis of digital texts, 
argumentative writing, 
reflective discussions, and 
evaluation of multiple 
information sources 

Problem-based learning, 
text interpretation, 
collaborative 
argumentation, and 
reflective learning activities 

Students demonstrate 
analytical reasoning, 
evaluation skills, and 
independent thinking 

Cultural Identity Integration of folklore, local 
narratives, and culturally 
relevant texts in Indonesian 
language materials 

Culturally responsive 
pedagogy, contextual 
learning, and value-based 
discussions 

Students strengthen their 
cultural awareness, 
appreciation of local 
wisdom, and national 
identity 

Digital Pedagogy 
Integration 

Combination of digital 
technology, linguistic 
learning, and cultural 
content within teacher 
education 

Innovative teaching design, 
digital collaboration, and 
interactive learning 
environments 

Prospective teachers gain 
competencies to implement 
technology-based and 
culturally grounded 
language learning 

Table 2 presents the research findings model 
that integrates digital literacy, critical thinking, and 

cultural identity in Indonesian language education 
within the context of teacher education. The table 
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illustrates how these three key dimensions interact 
within the learning process to create a 
comprehensive digital pedagogy framework. Each 
dimension represents an essential component of 
twenty-first century education that supports 
meaningful and contextual language learning. 

The first dimension, digital literacy, 
emphasizes the use of digital platforms, multimedia 
learning resources, and online collaborative tools in 
Indonesian language learning activities. The findings 
indicate that the integration of digital technology 
allows students to access diverse learning materials, 
evaluate online information, and produce digital 
texts. Through technology-enhanced learning 
strategies such as digital discussions and online 
writing assignments, students develop the ability to 
navigate digital information critically and 
responsibly. This dimension reflects the 
transformation of traditional literacy into digital 
literacy, which is increasingly important in modern 
educational contexts. 

The second dimension, critical thinking, 
focuses on learning activities that encourage 
students to analyze texts, evaluate information 
sources, and construct well-reasoned arguments. In 
Indonesian language learning, critical thinking is 
developed through text interpretation, reflective 
discussions, and argumentative writing tasks. These 
activities enable students to move beyond simple 
comprehension toward deeper analytical reasoning 
and independent thinking. As a result, students 
become more capable of interpreting linguistic 
meanings, identifying biases in information sources, 
and expressing their perspectives in a structured 
and logical manner. 

The third dimension, cultural identity, 
highlights the importance of integrating cultural 
values and local wisdom into language learning 
materials. The findings show that the use of folklore, 
traditional narratives, and culturally relevant texts 
helps students understand the relationship between 
language and culture. By engaging with cultural 
narratives, students not only improve their linguistic 
skills but also develop a stronger appreciation for 
their cultural heritage and social identity. This 
dimension ensures that Indonesian language 
education remains rooted in cultural values despite 
the increasing influence of global digital culture. 

Finally, the integration of digital pedagogy 
connects these three dimensions into a unified 
learning model. In teacher education programs such 
as the PGMI Program at Institut Agama Islam 
Hamzanwadi NW Lombok Timur, this integration 
prepares prospective teachers to design innovative 
and technology-enhanced learning environments. 
The model emphasizes that effective Indonesian 
language learning in the digital era must balance 
technological competence, critical reasoning, and 
cultural awareness in order to produce learners who 
are intellectually capable and culturally grounded. 

CONCLUSION  
The digital transformation of education has 

significantly influenced the teaching and learning of 
Indonesian language. This study demonstrates that 
effective Indonesian language education in the digital 
era should integrate digital literacy, critical thinking, 
and cultural identity within a comprehensive 
pedagogical framework. The findings reveal that the use 
of digital platforms and multimedia resources enhances 
students’ engagement and enables them to access and 
evaluate diverse information sources. At the same time, 
learning activities such as text analysis, argumentative 
writing, and collaborative discussions contribute to the 
development of critical thinking skills, which are 
essential for navigating the complexity of information in 
digital environments. 

Furthermore, the integration of cultural 
narratives and local wisdom within Indonesian 
language learning strengthens students’ cultural 
awareness and identity formation. Language education 
therefore functions not only as a medium for developing 
linguistic competence but also as a platform for 
preserving cultural values and national identity in the 
midst of globalization. Within the context of teacher 
education, the implementation of digital pedagogy 
equips prospective teachers with the knowledge and 
skills required to design innovative, technology-
enhanced, and culturally responsive language learning 
environments. 

In conclusion, Indonesian language education in 
the digital age should move beyond the mere adoption 
of technology toward a holistic pedagogical model that 
connects digital competence, critical reasoning, and 
cultural understanding. Such an approach is essential 
for preparing future educators and learners who are 
capable of responding to the challenges of the digital 
society while maintaining strong cultural and linguistic 
foundations. 
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